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SUBJECT: OCEANOGRAPHY AGREEMENT: FIRST JOINT COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

FOR NOAA 

REF: STATE 217429 

1. WE UNDERSTAND FROM A.P. METAL'NIKOV THAT ACADEMICIAN 
VINOGRADOV HAS A LETTER OF RESPONSE TO REFTEL AWAITING HIS 
SIGNATURE, IN WHICH HE AGREES TO DR. WHITE S PROPOSAL TO 
CONDUCT FIRST MEETING OF JOINT COMMITTEE IN WASHINGTON. 
HOWEVER, SOVIET SIDE PREFERS THAT MEETING BE HELD WEEK OF 
JANUARY 28, 1974, ONE WEEK LATER THAN PROPOSED BY U.S. SIDE. 

PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER THIS TIMING WOULD BE CONVENIENT FOR 
U.S. MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE. 

2. FYI. A.P. METAL’NIKOV, RESPONSIBLE SECRETARY OF USSR 
OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMITTEE OF STATE COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, RECENTLY TRANSFERRED TO BECOME STAFF MEMBER IN 
USA SECTION OF SCST FOREIGN RELATIONS DEPARTMENT. HE THUS 

IS WORKING UNDER N.A. BERDENNIKOV. IN THIS NEW POSITION, 

ONE OF HIS PRIMARY TASKS WILL BE TO SERVE AS COORDINATOR AND 
CONTACT POINT FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF OCEANOGRAPHY AGREEMENT. 
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EMBASSY WELCOMES HIS DESIGNATION TO THIS POSITION, BECAUSE 
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OF HIS ACCESSIBILITY, ENERGY, OCEANOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND, AND 
DEPENDABILITY. END FYI. 
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